


Rectangular shaped frame, tapered along the short

sides, with an overall size of 10 x 5 metres.

n Architect: Brooke Millar Peden

n Contractor: Tilbury Douglas

n Theatre consultant: Techplan

he Cablenet ‘virtual floor®’ from Slingco has revolutionised the way in which access is provided to high level

services in an increasing number of theatres, concert halls, arts centres, exhibition halls, schools and other

public buildings.

Eliminating the need for fixed position walkway structures or scaffold towers to provide overhead access 

to lighting and rigging equipment, the Cablenet system creates an all-encompassing floor. These permanent

high level structures are virtually invisible from ground level and cast no shadow from stage lighting

positioned above.

Most important of all, they’re strong enough to carry the weight of sound and lighting teams and provide the

perfect platform to rig through.
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Circular frame (8 metre diameter) 

with integral sub-frame, incorporating

horizontal lighting bars.

n Contractor: Lilley Construction

n Theatre consultant: Techplan

Modular system consisting of six square

frames (each 3 x 3m) and one

rectangular frame (6 x 3m).

n Architect: Sansome Hall

n Contractor: John Sisk & Son Ltd

n Theatre consultant: Carr & Angier
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Cablenet tension wire grid platforms are woven from stainless

or galvanised steel wire rope and come in two basic forms: 

n the ‘modular system’, in which a number of standard grids

are installed, one by one, to fill the space required

n the ‘single frame’ system, in which a single net is custom

designed to fit specific shapes, sizes or other requirements. 

Custom designed 8 x 8m frame, square at the stage end

with a curve at the auditorium end.

n Architect: Avery Associates

n Contractor: Laing Ltd

n Theatre consultant: Theatre Projects Consultants
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Each has its own benefits. The modular design provides high load capacity and can

accommodate any size of installation, but is heavier and can restrict lighting opportunities. The

single frame system on the other hand, whilst limited in size to a maximum single area of

around 625sq.m, is lighter and has little intrusive steelwork. 

The flexibility provided by Slingco’s virtual floor® comes to the fore at multi-purpose venues,

where lighting or rigging requirements for different configurations - e.g. end-stage, thrust or

in-the-round - can be quickly and easily configured to meet the different requirements 

of theatre, drama, music, conferences and exhibitions.

This huge modular system, covering some

2500sq.m and designed for lighting, rigging

through, and of course walking on, is

designed so that certain panels can be

removed when required.

n Architect: IFEMA

n Theatre consultant: Freddy Gerlache

A carefully designed doughnut shaped

system, integrating with a complex array

of existing steelwork that supports the

ornate plaster ceiling below.

n Architect: Artsteam@RHWL

n Theatre consultant: Techplan
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This system, a 15 x 8m containment

frame, features an integral support

structure complete with hangers and

lighting grid, and is installed on the

first floor of a Georgian villa that is

now known as CCA Glasgow.

n Architect: Page & Park

n Contractor: Lilley Construction Ltd

irtually any layout or room shape can be accommodated and

Cablenet installations range from small, compact virtual floors

to platforms covering thousands of square metres. The inherent

flexibility of the Cablenet system means it can also accommodate

existing features such as columns or other structural supports,

making it ideal for heritage buildings.

Since introducing the Cablenet system to the UK – and subsequently

mainland Europe – we have gained unparalleled experience in the

design and installation of tension wire grid systems. 
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This installation features pivoting panels that tilt 

to a vertical position over the stage area,

maximising the room height for the fly scenery

needed for conventional end-on theatre.

n Contractor: Ballast Wiltshire plc

n Theatre consultant: Theatre Projects Consultants

A triangular system with sides of

approximately 8 metres; this

installation incorporates circular

sleeves through which

microphones can be raised and

lowered when required.

n Architect: RHWL

n Theatre consultant: Techplan

We work in close partnership with architects, theatre consultants and

main contractors, and can provide as much advice and support as you

need, from initial load calculations and computer modelling through to

the design, construction and installation of the complete system.
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